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13-18 May 1984
REPORT ON: Adelaide University

i lia
SECOND INTERNATIONAL RANGELAND CONGRESS Adelaide, Austra

The Congress was organised by the Australian Rangeland Society and sponsored
by the Australian Scientific Committee of UNESCO. A total of 453 registrants
attended, representing 47 nations from Australian, African, Asian, European
and North and South American regions.

Mr Tatsumaru Sugiyama, General Secretary of ICWA, attended the Congress by
invitation and presented a paper on the success of his anti-desertification
work in India, as demonstrated by sequential Landsat imagery. This paper
evoked particular interest from representatives of developing countries, who
noted firstly that their governments placed considerable importance on anti-
desertification work, and secondly that Mr Sugiyama's report was the only
one at the Congress which put forward solutions rather than merely stating
problems.

Two issues in particular arose from the Congress:

1. There are strong contrasts between agricultural and pastoral peoples;

2. Fire is an important aspect of management in pastoral as well as
agricultural areas.

The Congress promoted free and frank exchange of ideas and information, but
the;e were some language difficulties for those whose native language is not
English.

Mr Sugiyama also took part in one of eight pre-Congress tours, a 5000 km bus-
camping trip from Townsville to Adelaide via Mt Isa, Middleton, Winton,
Charleville, Cobar and Broken Hill, running past the north-eastern margin of
the Simpson Desert. A total of 19 delegates took part, from Australia, France,
Israél:, Japan, UK and USA. A guide, a cook, and two Australian rangeland
experts brought the total to 23. Most of the tour members were range and
grassland scientists, Mr Sugiyama being the only anti-desertification worker.
Mr Sugiyama's main observations from this tour were as follows.

1. Because Australia is geologically ancient, its soils, hydrology, and biota
are very different from those of other continents.

2. Australian arid-zone soils generally have only shallow profile development,
and are often acid. This produces unusual circumstances for desertification.

3. Other than eucalypts, Australian government agencies have generally planted
only pines, whose leaf litter tends to aggravate soil acidity. Different
species should be tried.

4. Except for those associated with stock grazing, there is only localised
development of agricultural practices such as irrigation.

5. Australia's total population is less than that of Tokyo city (12 million),
whilst Australia's total width is 23 times that of Japan. Labour costs are
very high - at least A$40-45 (¥10,000) per day. Hence anti-desertification
techniques must be mechanised rather than labour-intensive.

6. Australian policies are heavily oriented towards stock grazing and have
ROt taken account of changes in range condition. |

In conclusion, Australian rangeland development has produced many problems.
Australians are keen to solve these problems themselves, but international
collaboration could also be fruitful.
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> UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME {f‘“
3%/ PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR L'ENVIRONNEMENT ﬁhﬁ‘_
Cabla Address: UNITERRA, Nairob P.0. Box JOBB2,
Talex No.: 72088 Neirobi, Kenys
Telephons: 323220
Our Raferance: ﬁ:m[na 330 GEX 23 August 1984

Dear Mr. Sugiyama,

Thank you for your letter of 16 June 1984 and for a copy of

your most interesting personal history. We shall keep this on {ile
for reference.

I look forward to further co—operation between I.C.W.A. and

UNEP in the combat against desertification. Thank you for your
CONCETIT.

Yours sincerely,

Dasertification “Branch

Hr. Tatsumaru Suglyamsa
General Secretary of I.C.W.d.

24-12 1 Chome Daimyo
Chuoku Fukuoka

Japan-810
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THE CLUB,OE ROME

Neuilly, 26th June 1984 Mr Tatsumaru SUGLYAMA
International Culture and Welfare
Association
12-24 Daimyo Chuoku
Fukuoka City

JAPAN 810

Dear Doctor Tatsumaru Sugiyama,

I would like to tell you how grateful I am having received your most

interesting letter and the documents herewith.
I am especially interested in your action in Peru,

Our study is covering the whole world and missions of experts are studying
60 micro-projects in 21 different countries of Latin America, Africa and

Asia,

You will find herewith a short document explaining the steps of our study
and I would very much appreciate your comments and suggestions on this

methodology.

With best regards.

Looking forward to reading you again.

Yours sincerely. | hLS:;

Gr e
5

Bertrand SCHNEIDER
Member of the Club of Rome

Encl. e e :
Secrétariat Frangais 96 ter rue Perronet 92200 Neuilly-sur-Seine

tél: (1) 637.38.80 célex : 611376
B
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Cable Addren: UNITERRA, Mairobd F.0. Bax 30652,
Tehex Mo 22068 Mparotd, Kanya
Tbepteons; 133930

Your Referencs:

Our Raferenca: DES/OR. 340 JAP 30 November 1984

Dear Mr. Sugiyama,

Many thanks for your letter of 11 November 1984
and for your concern about the African crisis. Your
observation of the important role of the NGO's is
valid and we hope you will be of assistance in this
respect.

Yours sincerely,

Desertification Branch

Mr. T. Sugiyama

International Culture and
Welfare Association

Centeral Office

24-12 1 Chome Daimyo

Chuoku Fukuocka

JAPAN-810
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